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N E W S L E T T E R

Preaching With A New Fire: Chapter Commitments
Dominican Sisters of Peace 2009

“I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were
already kindled!” Luke 12:49

We, Dominican Sisters of Peace, claim our charism to
preach truth—with a new fire. Our preaching flows from our
contemplation and is embodied in our prayer, study,
community and ministry.  Rooted in the heritage of the Order
of Preachers, we witness to the living presence of the Risen
Christ.

“Woe to us if we do
not preach the

Gospel!”

USA, April 2009: In the opening prayer during the Founding
Event of the Dominican Sisters of Peace, the prioresses of
the seven former congregations together lit one candle, which in
turn was used to light the Paschal Candle.

“My experience of being a preacher
is found in this poem: Socks

A woman who preaches keeps her vestments
in a drawer marked socks.

Her pulpit is wisdom not prophecy.
Life asks “where is the truth in this suffering?”

She preaches that question.
It is the reading of the day.

A woman who preaches keeps her vestments in a
drawer marked socks.

Her feet have done the exegesis.
She is not certified, just qualified to preach.

She looks people in the heart and
finds their feet are bandaged.

A woman who preaches keeps her vestments
in a drawer marked socks.

I am a preacher.
I try to say grace even when

I’m told it is not my place to preach.
When I preach I wear purple socks.”

Ann Willits, OP- Dominican of SinsinawaDOMINICAN  SISTERS
OF  PEACE:

New Congregation of Dominican Sisters Founded As members of an international Order and recognizing
our interdependence, we call ourselves to greater involvement
with the global community.  We embrace simplicity of life and
itinerancy of mind, spirit and body.  We respond to the hungers
of our world by sharing with others the bread of life.

Radically open to ongoing conversion into the peace
of Christ, we commit ourselves to be women of peace who:
Study, contemplate, and preach God’s revelation discovered
in the unfolding mystery of creation and in Sacred Scripture.
Create environments of peace by promoting non-violence,
unity in diversity, and reconciliation among ourselves, the
Church and others.

Continue...



Promote justice through
solidarity with those who are marginalized,
especially women and children, and work
with others to identify and transform
oppressive systems. Create welcoming
communities, inviting others to join us as
vowed members, associates, volunteers,
and partners in our mission to be the
Holy Preaching.

DOMINICAN  SISTERS  OF  PEACE

PREACHER OF GRACE and
DOMINICAN SISTERS

CULTURAL FORMATION
Mission on the Plains of Kansas may sound to some like the ends of

Earth, but it really is the heartland of the United States.
During recent years our diocese has grown by 40%.  Virtually all the growth is
due to newly arrived immigrant families, mostly from Mexico and Guatemala.
Refugees from Somalia, Burma and Cuba have also joined our previously
homogeneous parishes and civic communities.   These changes have forced
estranged groups to coexist without understanding one another.

In collaboration with Diocesan staff, clergy and religious throughout the
Diocese, I pro-actively address flares of ethnic prejudice and build bridges within
our one Catholic church and in society.

One initiative is to work with religious leaders from all Christian
Churches in order to become a leaven of grace.  Together we are planning an
Ecumenical Day in which ethnically diverse small groups will talk together about
the blessings and the struggles of a changing society.  The group process mirrors
my own spiritual journey.   We will utilize the Scriptural Prayer of Lament to
articulate the pain and fear before our God who is big enough to receive it all.
The spiritual work is not merely to complain, but to allow God’s
compassion to fill our emptiness and move us to action for justice-
making, for compassion.

Last year a group of religious women met with Governor Kathleen
Sibelius to strategize how to
avoid harsh anti-immigrant
legislation in the State of
Kansas.  I  worked with
agricultural business leaders
with whom I collaboratively
testified before the Senate
Committee to present
overwhelming reason to

defeat the bill.
In the spirit of Bartolome de Las Casas, we preach for the human rights

of all.  This ministry on the frontier straddles the mission of the established
Church and the fearful struggle of immigrant families.

Gemma Doll, OP,  gdoll@dcdiocese.org

EXPERIENCE OF GRACED PREACHING
“The life of preaching of grace, in which I give to others the fruits of my
contemplation, is more perfect than the life that stops at contemplation.”

The vocation of consecrated women in general and of Vietnamese women
in particular is one of love, a love for which the world is craving.  Love needs a
virginal womb, a sensitive and listening heart, a poor and available heart like
Mary’s. As a preacher of grace in Dominic’s community, I became a beggar in an
even deeper sense: everything I said and wrote I literally begged from God.

In my preaching, I share the joy of my faith with others. But I know by
experience the difference between preaching that mouths empty words, and
preaching that feeds others with the deep graces of God’s heart. I truly preach
not only what I contemplate through prayer and study, but also what I actually
live. Sometimes, I myself preach on the parable of the sower and the seed. I tell
my listeners, “Preachers ought not preach to others what they themselves do
not do”. For as I knew by experience that truly to preach is to be continually
converted. If I faithfully give myself to my preaching task, the Word I preach will
transform me. I will begin to live what I am preaching or my preaching will not be
true. I feel that what I say with my mouth I must always carry out in my actions.
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“I really must thank you for the
DSI newsletter, which lets us

know the different undertakings
of the women Dominican
congregations.... May this

newsletter continue to give us
the information that connects

us to the real-life experiences in
different countries and

continents.”

Sr. Madeleine, OP -
Missionary Dominican
Sisters of Campagnes
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PREACHER OF GRACE and DOMINICAN SISTERS

I do not dare to say
anything except what
God has given me as a
gift of actually living in
my own l ife.

Theresa Nguyen
Thi Mung, OP

Dominic was joyful, prayerful and in touch with the
people and place of his time. Unlike other
founders of religious orders, we do not have
writings, sermons or letters in Dominic’s own
words. What does it mean then to be a woman
and a preacher in this great tradition?  I can only
surmise of course, but perhaps it might have
happened to Dominic the way it happened to
me one day not too long ago when I was thinking
about writing a reflection for our monthly
newsletter.

It was the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday and we were
praying Morning Prayer in our chapel which has large windows
overlooking the motherhouse property.  The chanting was
evenly paced, flowing lightly on the air, rhythmic and beautiful. 
Outside on the circular drive a truck moved along and stopped
near the top of the driveway.  The workman descended from
the cab and began his task of preparing to trim trees and
shrubs. The interesting part of this unremarkable event was
that the truck and workman moved at exactly the same pace
and rhythm as the chanting.  Both chant and work were
unrushed, intentional and exactly matched in pace.  In this
moment of synchronicity the world felt to be turning in rhythm
with the chanting and the workman and the movement of the
universe.  There was nothing anxious or frenzied.  The Liturgy
of the Hours and the work of the world were moving
simultaneously as if they were choreographed dancers.  In its
origin, the word liturgy means ‘the work of the people’ – that
meaning came home to me that morning.  The sisters sang the
psalms, the worker trimmed the trees and both were in perfect
timing with the other.

I thought about time then, how kairos time - God’s
time - is so different from chronos time - that time we measure
by clocks and calendars.  The moment at Morning Prayer on
Tuesday was a moment of kairos time when the universe
seemed whole and in one sense - time stood still.  That got me
to thinking about the ministry of presence - when one person
asks another person to just be there – not to do anything, but
just be there. 

That’s what Jesus asked of his disciples that awful day
at Gethsemane.  “Just watch one hour with me.”  Jesus knew
that no one could make it better, could make the fear go away.
“Just be with me,” Jesus asked.  “You don’t need to do anything,
just stay by my side.”  Sounds simple?  It’s not.  We’d all rather
fix it, make it better, and then depart or fall asleep as the
disciples did.

Let’s listen carefully and hear the music of the universe
which sets our stride in harmony with one another.  Let’s be
mindful of one another and of time to be with God and time
to be with the other – without an agenda, without judgment,
without a rush to the next appointment. 
Slow down, watch one hour, listen! The stars are moving in
time with the song of God’s own creation.  Don’t miss it. 

I wonder if Dominic’s preparation for preaching was
sometimes a moment like this.  As he walked from Fanjeaux to
Prouille or across the mountains of France and into Italy, did
he too find moments of wonder and oneness?  Did the Holy
Scripture, the breath of the day and the song of his prayer
synchronize into a joyous melody of praise and preaching?  I

like to think so.
Mary Navarre OP, Grand Rapids,

Michigan, USA

THE MUSIC OF UNIVERSE

I experienced the Grace of God as a woman
preacher while I was preparing to give a three-
day seminar on the Pauline Literature to the Pre-

Finally Professed Sisters at the Inter Congregation Formation
Programme in Pakistan 2009. The Letters of St. Paul were so
precious to Dominic that he went about carrying them with
him everywhere, together with the Gospel of Matthew. Paul
mentions this freely given grace of God. Dominic must have
been fascinated by it since we discover our Father St. Dominic
adopting such grace-filled ways of preaching that even the
die-hards of his time were converted.

Our lifestyle will
speak only of what we
believe in our inmost
depths.  It is through the
“Contemplata” that it
becomes possible for us
to be graceful preachers
like Dominic.  Without this,
we speak empty words.
Our preaching will be credible only if we are witnesses to the
Word Incarnate in the here and now of our situation, both in
the political sphere and in the personal sphere. This is “aliis
tradere”. Hence TO PRAISE  TO BLESS  TO PREACH  will be
ever alive on our lips.

Robeena Inayat, OP

GRACE-FILLED WAYS OF
PREACHING
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GOOD NEWS - GOOD NEWS - GOOD NEWS

Dominican intercongregational experience
You never know when a chance encounter can

create new opportunities for collaboration.

Sisters Mary Ann Collins (Blauvelt), Terry Rickard (Blauvelt) and
Peggy McVetty (Amityville) recently returned from a week in South
Africa, where they provided training in Spiritual Direction to the
Montebello Dominican sisters in Durban, South Africa (January
17-22, 2009). They offered workshops to thirteen Sisters in a training

continue...



ST. DOMINIC PREACHER OF GRACE IN AFRICA
“These sisters strive to bring the healing grace of God to all God’s children.”

PREACHER OF GRACE and DOMINICAN SISTERS

program titled, “Holy Listening (Ukulalela Okuyingcwele): 
Spiritual Direction Formation Programme.”  “The women prayed,
studied and ate in common.  They practiced spiritual direction
with each other in workshops and had homework each night to
prepare for the next day’s session.  Some of the challenges of the
presenters were to undo the stereotype that spiritual direction
is only for people who are in crisis.  Also, the culture of religious
life in South Africa is very different, so opportunities for
discernment don’t arise in the same way they do for most
Dominicans in the United States.
The Montebello community is vibrant and committed to
witnessing to the gospel.  How enriched our Blauvelt congregation
is to be connected to Montebello.  We are one in our Dominican
life which transcends geography and enables us to serve those
in need.”
From www.domlife.org ; Submitted by the Sisters of St. Dominic,
Blauvelt, NY, Jennifer Schaaf, Communications Director

GOOD NEWS - GOOD NEWS - GOOD NEWS
Dominican Intercongregational experience

 This grace is
preached in Africa
today in different ways
by the sons and
daughters of St .
Dominic. Schools are
established both by
the friars and sisters to
ensure that the minds
of whomever we come in contact with
are enlightened and thus transformed
into the mind of Christ. They go the
extra mile in begging, looking for
scholarships to see that the children
of poor families are educated.

‘Peter do you love me? … Feed
my sheep’. The church in Africa is the
presence of Christ among his people;
she makes his presence visible in Africa.
Dominic answered the need of the
church in his time as do his children
today.

In our hospitals/health-care
centres and schools we are faced with
different problems, ranging from
ignorance to questions of belief and
value systems about which we have to
dialogue in the light of faith.

We meet culture and belief
that denies suffering and so when
people are sick they go to the church
to pray rather than seek medical

advice, and by the time
the sufferer is brought
to the clinic he is
already dead. We lose
a lot of people made in
the image of God
because of ignorance.
God can heal
miraculously but he

still desires us to use the means of
healing available to us. Their preachers
tell them not to seek medical attention
because God will heal them; they
believe this, and come to us only at the
last moment when we can’t do anything
to save their lives. A child suffering from
sickle cell anemia was brought into the
clinic in a critical condition, we had to
transfuse him, but if they had brought
him earlier on he would have been taken
care of and saved from much pain.

Barrenness and the ardent
desire for male children are among the
problems that tear families apart. Many
couples come to the clinic desperately
hoping for children. In some of the cases
we have been able to adopt babies for
them thereby restoring joy to these
families.

In every difficult situation that
presents itself, the question is always

‘What would St.
Dominic do if  he
were present? ’
Remembering the
various episodes of
his grace-filled life,
how he sold his
books to feed the
poor, we cannot but
be urged to imitate
him in becoming
‘preachers of grace’
here in Africa.

J a c q u e l i n e
Anurukem OP,
Dominican Sister
of St. Catherine of
Siena, Nigeria

“Preachers of Grace are part of God’s answer
to the cries of men and women everywhere

pleading for Good News, hungering for
meaning in life, and searching for Truth.”

I heard the call to be a preacher
many years ago when I was barely out of
my teens.  But to be a preacher of grace?    I
never thought of that identity.   I had already
been preaching from a pulpit regularly,
alternating daily preaching with a friar
colleague.  Then I received a call to teach
theology and returned to the classroom,
even instructing college students in Sacred
Scripture.  But I was dying inside.  An
invitation to give a day of reflection to a
women’s group sent me to my knees, praying
those Scriptures in preparation for the
preaching.  And life returned!!  How can
one preach God Present when one has not
prayed?  How can one even recognize God
Present when one has not prayed?   So,
whether preaching in a pulpit or preaching
by my attitude and action – praying
sharpens my perception of God Present, of
God Acting.   This praying with Scripture
coupled with a growing awareness of the
Universe Story and the new cosmology
arising from it, feeds the preacher of grace
struggling to grow in me!  Has there been a
time in human history when people needed
to hear the Good News about God’s
Presence and Action in their lives more than
now?  I think not!   Whether I am serving
my sisters, teaching theology, shopping for
groceries, hanging out with my brother and
his friends (all people with developmental
disabilities), celebrating with the family –
whatever I am doing, wherever I am, I
recognize now the constant call to be
“Preacher of Grace” in attitude and action
as well as, when necessary, in words!

Mary Alice Neylon, OP,
Dominicans of Sinsinawa

My Perception of God
Present, of God Acting...

Formation Course in
“Dominican Spirituality,”

July 7 – 21, 2009, in Yaoundé,
Cameroon.

Available for 20 professed sisters
of French-speaking Africa.  Sr.

Fabiola, OP, will be responsible for
the course. Also present will be

Brother Emmanuel Ntakarutimana,
O.P, of Burndi; Br. Jean Jacques

Pérénnès (currently in Cairo), and
Sr. Pétronille Kayiba, from Congo.

FORMATION
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Margaret Mayce, OP
NGO Representative to the United Nations
Dominican Leadership Conference (DLC) (1)

(1) The DLC is comprised of the women and men who serve as leadership in the various US Congregations and Provinces. The Dominican Leadership Conference is
the organization with NGO status.

I am a Sister of St. Dominic from
Amityville, New York. Prior to my
present position at the UN, I served on
the Leadership Team of my Congregation.
I lived in Hondo Valle, a small village on
the Haitian border, for three and one-
half years. This provided me with first-
hand experience of the poverty and
powerlessness experienced by so
many people in our world, who live the

consequences of our lifestyle and our economic policies here in
the West. Working with our Spanish-speaking brothers and sisters
has been a great gift in my life. They patiently helped me learn a
new language, and have helped me to appreciate the gift of
culture as a wonderful manifestation of God’s diversity.

“There is also the feeling that “the problems are so enormous… what difference can I
possibly make???” And I think many people feel the same way.”

What’s your mission at the UN? Are you happy with
it, do you enjoy it?

When the UN was established, it was done so with
the hope that it would be a forum for both governments and
civil society. Non-Governmental organizations (NGO’s)
represent civil society, and they are accountable to the
organizations which they represent. They are not aligned with
any government, nor have they any “special interests.”NGO’s
are at the UN solely for the people; helping to make sure that
the needs of the world’s  people for peace, security and the
realization of their human rights are priorities on the agendas
of the member states.
It is my responsibility “to create effective means of collaboration
for creating a new world order in which justice and peace
prevail.” I attempt to do this by bringing the Dominican
perspective to the UN/NGO community; by collaborating with
other NGO representatives to focus attention on UN issues
and initiatives dealing with the concerns of families, women
and youth, the environment, the refugee crisis and peace-
building, among others. Another significant part of my role is to
educate the Dominican Family here in the US about the UN.
Two top priorities are the progress of the Millennium
Development Goals, especially as they impact the future of
Africa; and, the escalating reality of violence against women
and girls worldwide. I hope to build awareness here in the
States about these issues, and encourage advocacy when
appropriate.

I also see it as part of my mission to maintain good
communication with my colleague, Olivier Poquillon, in Geneva,
as well as with Toni Harris and Carlos Linera Rodriguez, our
Justice and Peace International Co-Promoters; and Dusty
Farnan and Chuck Dahm, our US Co-Promoters. The more

we are in communication with one another, the better the
Dominican Family will be served, worldwide.

And, yes… I am happy here! The task is a bit daunting
at times, and I know that I still have a great deal to learn. But I
believe that this is where I am called to make best use of my
gifts for God’s people at this particular time.
What are the difficulties that you encounter most in
your ministry/job?

The UN agenda is quite overwhelming, especially right
now, as we witness a global economic crisis that has literally
thrown the world into chaos. So “staying- on- top- of- the
agenda” and doing the necessary reading required is quite a
challenge. I attend as much as I can, in terms of NGO
Committee meetings, as well as special conferences… but it is
quite impossible to attend everything. There is also the feeling
that “the problems are so enormous… what difference can I
possibly make???” And I think many people feel the same way.
But I do believe that we should never underestimate even
the small things we do to help bring about change; and, for me,
raising consciousness about the UN is one way in which I feel
I can foster the transformation which we so desperately need.

Another “difficulty” for me, is the negative perception
that so many people have about the UN, assuming that it is
just another ineffective bureaucracy. On the one hand, I can
understand this. But on the other hand, I do believe that the
UN is our best chance for peace. However, the UN can only
be as effective as its member states allow; and the sad fact is
that the United States has more often than not been an
obstacle to UN processes. With the election of Barak Obama,
and the appointment of Susan Rice as US Ambassador to the
UN, the tone has changed significantly. There is openness to
“working with” the international community that has been
sadly lacking in our recent history. So, despite the difficulties, I
am grateful to be here now, to participate in this renewed
sense of hope.
Why is our presence within the UN system so
important?

While it is true that as an organization the UN is a
“bureaucracy,” and as such is fraught with the limitations that
plague any organization, I nonetheless believe that the UN is
one of the most noble agents of peace and global transformation
that is available to us all. Our presence as Dominicans within
the UN system, in New York and in Geneva, is vitally important.
We believe that “truth” has transforming power; and that it
sets people free. It is our responsibility, then, to uphold the
“truth” that “people” and their human rights are the absolute
priority; and that policies are to be such that they are in the
service of “people,” especially those who are most in need.
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What kind of impact may our action have towards a
more just and compassionate world?

This is a difficult question to answer, because often
we never see the impact of our actions. However, I believe the
persistent efforts by the NGO community to place PEOPLE
at the center of the member states’ agendas, is, in fact, helping
to create a more just and compassionate world. Also, any
attempts on my part to raise consciousness about the UN, its
agenda, its commitment to the asceticism of non-violence in
its approach to conflict situations, are contributions towards
building a more just and compassionate  society right here in
the United States.
What would you suggest to a Dominican sister who
witnesses violations of human rights in her country of
mission? How can we connect the grassroots and the
global level?

I think this is a very good question, because we need
to consider how to enhance the lines of communication among
us all. Olivier, Toni, Carlos and I need to know what is happening
“on the ground”, so that we know where to focus our
attention in an appropriate manner, and how to coordinate
our efforts.

My thinking is that she should make immediate contact
with Olivier, since the major work of the UN regarding Human
Rights takes place in Geneva.  Then, since Toni Harris works
closely with DSI and has visited our Sisters around the world,
I would think it would be important to contact Toni, as well. I
would rely on Olivier and Toni to notify me, so that I might
take any appropriate steps here in New York to bring pressure
to bear on a particular government. Of course, Olivier, Toni
and I would have a conversation about the proper approach
to take.
In our globalized world there seems to be a lack of
hope that things can change: people think that their
actions at the grassroots level cannot change the
decision making process. What do you think?

I don’t mean to be simplistic, but I think we have a
responsibility to be a people of “hope,” in the midst of what
we may perceive to be impossible situations. “Hope” gives us
the energy and the incentive to keep going… and it ultimately
builds on the good will of people all over the world. I think
every action at the grassroots level, regardless of how small, is
terribly important, because it is a very clear option for “life.”
I wonder how aware the Dominican family members
are about our work at the UN in New York and
Geneva… What do you think about it?

My sense is that there is not great awareness, nor is
there an appropriate understanding of the workings of the
UN and its great potential to facilitate a more just and peaceful
world. It is my great hope that in my present position I might
help to change this in some small way for our Dominican Family.

A Preacher of Grace among the African
Immigrants

An interview with Giovanna Spanu, OP, of
the Congregation of the Dominican Cenacle

Solarino– Sicily, Italy

“Despite all this work, we never leave aside prayer and
adoration.  We are sustained by personal and communal
moments that nourish our special form of preaching.”

They call her Mamma
Giovanna.  A friend says
of her: “Sister Giovanna
would give her life in order
to help someone in need.
She has dealt  wi th
prostitution in the past.
Many times she has also
helped the police in anti-
drug operations.  She
manages to get people to

talk... She always feels so limited, but people place so much trust in
her.”  We are meeting with Sr. Giovanna Spanu so that she can
recount for us her preaching experience in Sicily (South Italy)
with the immigrant women from Somalia, Eritrea, and Nigeria.
For those who are unfamiliar with Italy, Sicily is the largest
island in the Mediterranean, but it is also a frontier that reaches
out to the African continent.  I immediately sense that she is
happy.  Her faith in Providence sustains her.  She says:
“Providence touches me by the hand daily.  You know, Patrizia, it’s
truly worth the trouble.  This mission is tiring, but it is so beautiful.”
“The other day, I met a person that I had not seen for a long time.
After I told her what we have been doing, she said to me: ‘After all,
you have always loved the poor!’  This is true, we have always
worked among the poor.  When we had the kids in the day-boarding
schools, we took care of them to the  best of our ability.  If we knew
that their family could not guarantee their supper or basic hygiene
for them, we had them take a shower and eat before we sent
them back home.”  Today, this community is competing
with a new challenge: the immigrants coming in from
Africa.

“One important thing that we must improve is the knowledge of
the culture of our guests.

It is not enough simply to offer them hospitality, it is also
necessary to help them not to lose their culture.”

What difficulties do they come with?
One Nigerian woman recounted that on the journey,

they were locked in a shed and were raped.  Sometimes they
are beaten.  One girl lost sight in one eye from the blows.  A
woman from Eritrea has a perforated eardrum from the
beatings she received from the police in her country.  We are
caring for her to help her recover her hearing.  Some tell their
stories, others are too frightened to speak.  During the crossing,
they cannot move, they can’t drink, they can’t eat.  If someone
protests, they are thrown into the sea.  The crossing takes
around 3 days and 3 nights.  They cross the desert on foot.

6

 “The newsletter has very broad minded and
global vision, thank you all very much!”

Fr. João Xerri, OP
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She says:  “We offer hospitality to
mothers with children and women in
vulnerable situations, coming here from
Nigeria, Somalia, and Eritrea.  From Africa,
they arrive in clandestine boats at
Lampedusa or at other villages on the
Sicilian coast, and then they are guests at
the various centers of hospitality.   At our
place, people come who are seeking
political asylum.  The immigrants arrive
without documents, and so we
immediately start the process for the
issuance of documents: they have to tell
us their stories and the reasons why they
are seeking asylum.  Then for their part,
the I ta lian authorities carry out
investigations in their countries of origin

to verify the reliability of their accounts.  They come to us with only a little sack,
and we have to provide everything.  The length of stay in our center is only
temporary, at most six months.  Many women do not want to leave, since they
are treated well in our place.  Often, we also manage to find a job for them.  One
time, a woman was in despair because she had to leave our center, but she did
not know where to go.  “I’ll be out on the street,” she said.  Providence helped us
to find a job for her.”

Often, they arrive in Libya, they work as caregivers to gain
money for the crossing [Editor’s note: the transportation of
immigrants is a real organized crime business].  Their objective is
to find work.  Many stay in Italy because they have relatives or
friends, husbands or wives here.  Once they have obtained
the permit of stay, they reunite with their relatives.

Tell us a little about the daily life in the center...
I believe deeply in Providence: the Lord sends us things

when we need them.  I’ll give you an example: where we are,
the village is very small, and so the entire community is involved
in this mission.  Recently, we celebrated some Baptisms.  There’s
a baker of the village, and when he has leftover ‘angel food’ for
making cakes, or anything else, he brings it to us.  The day
before the Baptisms, Providence sent us two enormous boxes
of angel food.  And so we asked a friend of ours whose father
was a baker, and from whom he had learned the trade, to make
two cakes with these.  On the same day, a group of Scouts had
prepared pizzas for a party.  There were  many pizzas left over
and they brought them to us.  And so we had everything we
needed for a worthy celebration of the Baptisms!  Everything
arrived without even being asked for...

Some time ago, we participated in a retreat for
Dominican sisters. I was asked to give a testimony, and there,
the friar, Father Cangiano, OP, asked me: “Sister Giovanna, what
do you need?”  I answered that we needed sheets, and so the
Dominican Sisters of the Sacred Heart brought them to us
personally.

Another beautiful example: a policeman was worried
about a woman who was expecting a baby, and he promised
her that he would do everything he could to enable her

husband to come.  This policeman had a
fatal accident the day before the woman
gave birth.  Today, the little girl bears his
name, [translator’s note: in its feminine
form], Maura.  The first thing we did with
Maura’s mother upon leaving the
hospital was visit the wife of the dead
policeman.  This event was a moment of
joy for everyone, even for her who was
suffering a loss!  We are surrounded by
so much Providence and so much
solidarity!

Another example of Providence:
for the Baptisms, we wanted to call a
photographer.  So I  went to the
photographer’s shop, but it was closed.
I said to myself: “It doesn’t matter, it’s a
sign.”  I walked a few yards, and I met
him!  I explained my proposal to him, and
embracing me, he said that we would only
have to pay his expenses!  Both he and
his wife were deeply moved.  You see,
you see it is truly worth the trouble!

THE DOMINICAN FAMILY IN
MOZAMBIQUE

“We feel united and in solidarity with all of you, and we wish by
means of this medium to collaborate and “strengthen our

communication, and create networks between us.”

DOMINICAN SISTERS’ MISSION
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The Dominican Family in Mozambique is formed by
the sisters belonging to three congregations: the Dominican
Missionaries of the Rosary, the Dominicans of Saint Catherine,
and the Teaching Dominicans of the Immaculate Conception.
We are coordinated by a team of three sisters, each belonging
to one of these congregations.

As is already our tradition, we meet each year on the
Commemorations of our forebears: Saint Dominic, Saint
Catherine, and Saint Thomas.  Each one of the congregations
takes turn preparing these meetings, and they take place in
our different communities, where we all gather together.  They
are times of sisterly sharing, festive celebration, study, and
reflection.

There are also groups of laypeople who participate
with the sisters’ communities in the Dominican ideal.  These
groups are making progress in self-identification and growth
in Dominican spirituality and mission by means of reflection,
prayer, and sometimes by sharing in the social and apostolic
work of the sisters.

As a fruit of this process that we have been engaging
in, we more urgently feel the need to answer together the
many challenges of the reality in which we live, and to seek
common paths of mission in the style of Dominic of Guzmán.
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FORMATION

LANGUAGE COURSES
for the Dominican Sisters

of Eastern Europe

Thanks to a contribution from
various foundations, DSI, in the
person of Sr. Sara Böhmer, is now
promoting some courses in English
and German in the European
countries where these languages are
spoken.  The courses are particularly
aimed at sisters from Eastern
Europe.  Courses will be held in July,
2009.

A Preacher of Grace in a Camorra village
Interview with Amelia Grilli, OP

She says: “I am a Dominican Sister of
the Congregation of Saint Catherine of
Siena.  We are quite familiar with DSI.  I
would say that we have a truly happy
collaboration and a harmonious sharing,
and this gives me great pleasure.
At this moment I live in Tuscany (Italy)
and I perform a mostly pastoral service,
in which I am occupied with the
formation and catechesis of adults and

families.  Also, with formation in reading the Word of God.  The area is one where
the presence of priests and religious is very scarce, but there, people who are
asking for the presence of persons who represent the religious sphere.”

“The farther I go, the more I notice that people do not want answers;
they want you near to their questions.  People need to share a path with you,

they need to feel welcome even when they make a mistake...”

In your opinion, what are the most frequent requests that adults make of
the Church today?

Above all, there is a deep search for meaning.  I find a questioning, often
unconscious, unexpressed, hidden behind the difficulty of moving forward in life,
about why is it useful and good to continue to do certain things; in view of what
value, or what ideal?  A reference point is lacking.  Another thing that I note a lot is a
fragmentation which is external, but that is also reflected internally, if we are raised
in a fragmented context.  I think above all of the young generation and their concrete
difficulty in finding themselves faced with choices that are presented to them as
identical, each one as good as the other.  What parameters are there to choose what
is good and what’s not?
As a religious Dominican sister, how do you feel you can respond to these
needs?

The farther I go, the more I notice that people do not want answers; they
want you near to their questions.  People need to share a path with you, they need
to feel welcome even when they make a mistake, even when they to not understand
or when they can’t do it, or would like to throw everything away.  This is to share the
fact that, faced with certain facts, we don’t have the answer either.  Faced with the
death of an eight-year old child who dies of a tumor, who has answers?  How can
one make a theology of the “why”?  There remains a path that becomes a sharing of
pain and difficulty, that has no arrival point, that doesn’t pretend to arrive at a definitive
answer.  Just the joy and the compassion of being at someone’s side where they
can’t do it, where they are displaced, where they do not understand, where there’s
an emptiness, a lack of love.  I believe that as women we are called precisely in the
dimension of relationalness.
When did you feel that you were to be a “Preacher of Grace” working in
Naples?

If grace has the same root, “chàris”, from which we also get “gratis,” I can say
that I lived my most important experience of gratuity in the Spanish Quarter. 1  I
think that there, the best method to touch the Gospel by hand is that the Gospel
must first strike you, before being proclaimed.  There, there can only be gratuity, in a
world that has been dominated, used, and exploited socially and culturally by other
mentalities, other currents.  Sometimes, it seems like you’re really living in a State
within a State, where the general establishment is that you get up in the morning to
dictate law.  The official institutions are hardly present.  The reasoning is, if you don’t
live in this territory and you come only when there’s a celebration, why should I
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We are integrated within DSA, in the
zone of Southern Africa.  We participated
in the last assembly at Kigali through two
of our delegates.

In the last meeting, held on
December 6, we gave a little more

c o n c r e t e
form to our
desire, and
we decided
to move
forward in
the joint
mission that

burns within all of us.  We decided to
work in these fields:

1) Initiate a forum for reflection, the
objectives of which will be:
-  To help us engage in a critical reading of
the reality in which we are living, the causes
that are at its origin, and its consequences.
-  To discern this reality in light of the
Dominican charism, together with the lay
Dominicans.
- Value formation according to the Dominican
spirit.

2)To work together in Justice and Peace:
 - To engage in a common work of reflection
on the rights of woman from the point of
view of the different commitments on behalf
of “woman” that each one of
our communities is already living, so as to
arrive at further concrete commitments.
-  Common commitment to various causes:
* Orhpan children of HIV-positive parents
* The trafficking and abuse of minors
* Prison ministry

Coordination Team of the
Dominican Family of Mozambique.
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trust you?  It is a complicated topic, when one is faced with
the drama of the people that live in this problem of corruption,
this difficulty of living each day, the contradictions of a city
where there’s not only the Camorra, but also unemployment,
and social decay.  It’s true that our community
apartment is bigger and more comfortable than those
around it, but that opens us up to sharing, to
hospitality, to not keeping it all for ourselves.

This mission in Naples is truly an experience
of gratuity, because your efforts cannot be
reciprocated, because they don’t do that, they didn’t
teach them that, because they have been culturally
accustomed to it.  It’s not a mentality that sprang up
one day, because it took centuries to form it, and to
uproot it is very difficult; missions with the people
carried out with a few families is not enough.  We need a lot of
prudence, forethought, but above all, a lot of presence, being
in the midst of the people, discerning how and where it is
better for us to stand.  We need to ask ourselves, “What does
my presence mean in this place, as opposed to the presence
of someone else?”
Where were you able to find the face of God among
these people?

For me, I found the face of God right where it is
disfigured, where the beauty that God gives to each person
risks not being precisely that, where the happiness to which
everyone has a right seems to be impossible to realize, where
there is fatigue because we find that we have to battle against
forces that are bigger than us.  Perhaps it is right there where
the contrary to the Gospel message appears; God would not
want his children to live in this way, and it is there that I find
his image.  Not only in the victims, but especially in those who
do evil.  These are not only those who organize the crime, but
also those who, despite being able to change things, don’t do
it.  Two hours from Rome by car, I know families who do not
know how to read or write, and who only speak the Naples
dialect, with many children, all from different fathers.  Many of
them do not know how to read or write, not even the littlest
among them who have the right to go to school.
Is it easy to have prejudices when faced with the people
of Naples?

Yes, it’s true, we don’t want to lessen the beauty that’s
there, but I understand it’s difficult.  Hope is born from little
deeds and little signs.  Through my experience, I have
understood that there can be two kinds of working: one is
the one that turns to the masses, and denounces the big
problems.  In these days, we are celebrating the anniversary
of the murder of Peppe Diana at Casal di Principe. 1  He would
openly denounce them, and say that whoever was involved in
the Camorra could not vote, take part in public
demonstrations, or accept any roles or offices in the church.
It was a public denunciation, concerned, and very clear.  This
denunciation is neither more nor less helpful than the people
who each day live their day-to-day lives and try to draw out
the most beautiful aspects from their consciousness and their
experience, in order to give a new possibility for life, a new
hope.  It shows that a different way of living exists, and that
they can experience different things.

What have you take away from your experience in
Naples?  A memory, a word, an experience that left
its mark on you...

This: standing with... being with... in the place
where there’s the most contradiction, despair,
abandonment, in so many little experiences.  I live the
same story, I have the same limits, perhaps I do different
things, I have had other opportunities for formation
in love, by choice? I don’t know...How can I say that
I’m better than they are?  Why?  This means to bring
your own talents to fruition, but it does not mean a
judgment of stereotype for those who don’t do it for
a thousand reasons.  Maybe they haven’t had the same
possibilities that I had to convert.  I don’t feel better

than them because I’ve understood something, or better
because more has been given to me; in history, in life, in
relationships, we are never at the end of our journey.  I feel
that I lived an experience of stripping at Naples, I have removed
the layers to let others grasp the essential.  For me, the essential
is gratuity, the grace of God, love... and it takes many different
forms.
1 Spanish Quarter: a zone of Naples with a very problematic social situation and
criminal rate.  In this zone, the Camorra [translator’s note: Italy’s most extensive,
violent, and lucrative organized crime mob] governs more than the State.  The
community where Sr. Amelia was living was established in 2002, and still exists as a
parish rectory/apartment in the middle of the Quarter.
2 Casal di Principe: another quarter in Naples, a warzone of the Camorra.  Peppe
Diana was a priest who openly denounced the evils of organized crime.  He was
brutally murdered in 1994.

The Darwin Project: a new development to foster
Australia-Asia Pacific collaboration

The Darwin Project is, in part, a response of some Australian Dominican
Sisters to the expressed desire of some Asian Dominican Sisters for
help in acquiring the English language.  Ability to use English can be a
valuable pathway to development and an aid to ministry. Darwin, on the
northern coast of Australia, is chosen as the location for this project for
several reasons:  it is geographically close to Asia, cosmopolitan in
population and oriented towards Asia. Darwin’s proximity to Asia reduces
travel costs, and for nearby countries, it is very similar in climate. A
Dominican community house now established in a Darwin suburb, not
far from the University, will serve as the base for this project.
The specific offer to Dominican Sisters of the Asia Pacific region is the
provision of a scholarship to study intensive General English at
ACL Darwin English Centre within the Charles Darwin University
in Darwin.
For further information about this Project or to register expressions
of interest, contact Sister Gabrielle Kelly op in the Darwin community

at:   gkellyop@bigpond.com

GOOD NEWS - GOOD NEWS - GOOD NEWS

“Every Newsletter is better than the last.  The
stories of preaching inspire my own feeble
attempts and the solidarity I feel with my

Sisters around the world fires my heart and
energizes me to see more clearly the pains and
the joys of those in Southwest Kansas and to BE

the message of Jesus among this people-
knowing that I am linked to a vibrant and

wise Sisterhood and Family.”

Sr. Gemma Doll, OP
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          Dominican Center for Women was opened 15 years
ago in one of the most impoverished, violent neighborhoods
in the City of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Two Dominican Sisters
of Sinsinawa, Ann Halloran and Anne-Marie Doyle, began the
Center with no planned programming other than to respond
to the needs of the people of the neighborhood.  Fifteen years
later, they find themselves focusing on education, job readiness,
homeownership and the fine arts.

The Center is rich in collaboration with the Franciscans,
Notre Dames, Lutheran Hepatha congregation and a number

of civic organizations.  A
number of  women have
learned to read and write and
gone on for their GED.  Over
70 people are now
homeowners in the
neighborhood.  Most
importantly, women continue
to gather to pray, to sing, to
learn, converse and support
one another.  The women, staff,

and volunteers preach by their presence in the neighborhood
and teach one another the importance of community.  The
neighborhood and individuals have been truly transformed by
their involvement in the Center.

Pictured are Mary Mahony, op who journeys with G. B. as she learns to
read and write.  Georgianna is a 71 year old woman who worked on the
plantations in Mississippi and never had the opportunity for formal education.
She is most proud to now be able to stand up in her Church and read the
Bible.

Dominican Center for Women
The Learning Center, on Chicago’s west side, serves

adults from the primarily African American and Latino
communities of North Lawndale and Little Village.  In line with
the Dominican charism of preaching justice by doing justice,
we offer free adult education “in order to support adults in
their pursuit of an educational path to more confident and
effective living.”
Our students range in age from 17 to 70+.  They reside in
communities in the lowest tier of Chicago neighborhoods with
regard to poverty and education, and the highest tier with
regard to violence, drug traffic and drug warfare.  Students
are ordinary citizens from the community; gang members; men
and women on parole or probation; women and men in alcohol
recovery programs; parents on public aid; grandmothers and
grandfathers who have
finally found enough time
in their lives to achieve
their educational goals.
To all  these men and
women who desire to
improve their lives, we
offer the respect of a
quality education: Adult
Learning Skills,  GED
preparation in English and
Spanish, English as a
Second Language classes, computer classes, and a wide variety
of supportive experiences and services.  What they offer us
is the inspiration of both perseverance in spite of chaotic lives
and delight in learning in spite of untold obstacles.  Preaching
the good news is a mutual experience at The Learning Center.

Learning Center

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM – BELEM – BRAZIL 2009
 Sharing my Experiences, Paulina Chioma Ogbonnaya, OP

”...How every person can feel the world his/hers, not minding if they are from the north or south, first world or third world.
Overall in unison, all the voices were made one, saying one thing: Another World Is Possible!

‘…As I looked, I saw that there was a huge number, impossible for anyone to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language …’
(Rev. 7:9.) This chapter and verse of the Book of Revelation best describes my experience during the ten days of the World Social Forum in
Belem, Brazil 2009. It was truly the gathering of  many people from every nation, race, tribe and language. These people, although different
because of their own necessary diversities were united in that which cannot be divided; God and our common human heritage, Imago Dei.

I saw many people, moving like the sea. I thought they would be confused, since they looked very different from one another. But no,
the similes, the movement of their lips, trying to utter a welcoming word of kindness, dismissed my fears. Soon I was to experience that there
was more to bind us together as human race, (created by the same God) than to separate us.
  The unfolding of the events of the Social Forum were even more diverse, but all pointed to one issue - how every person can feel the
world his/hers, not minding if they are from the north or south, first world or third world. Overall in unison, all the voices were made one,
saying one thing: Another World Is Possible!
  One major issue felt by all the people gathered in Belem was that of the current financial crisis, which shows a clear sign that the
capitalistic structures of the world have failed humanity. The question now, is where do we go from here? Which direction do we take and
from whom? Is there a way out? Is another world possible? In all, is there any ALTERNATIVE to our present predicament? 

Most of the answers provided to the above questions pointed to the need to give the economic power of the world to the people.
That is, to empower each person and every nation to achieve the fullness of their development. To transform the world into one, where every
person is a social being and knows that he/she cannot survive in isolation. To achieve this we need a network of people and nations with the
same ideology in language moving towards a socialistic environment. Only so, will another world be possible.

Other themes were also touched upon: protection of the environment for the good of the human race, the harshness of the Western
world towards migrants of the third world, the issue of trafficking people and the sex industries, the enslavement of international debt policy,
marginalization and discrimination of people, especially women, the wars raging in nations like Gaza, DRC and many tribal wars in the world

            continue...
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and the instable political situation, especially in most of the African countries. Who benefits from all this and who are the victims?
Considering all the above and many other situations of the present world, there was a general conclusion that the world, as we look at

it today, is not only in a financial/economic crisis, it is also in a series of other
crises, which should not be granted less attention, than that given to the financial/
economic crisis.

From a Dominican point of view, how do I feel and what do
I think about all this? As I reflect, one word continues to come to mind: ‘Preaching
Justice…’ yes, this is our call, the preaching of the truth right from the grassroots
and from the beginning of our formation as Dominicans. I feel that the Truth of
God’s Justice is what we are called, as Dominicans, to preach today more than
ever. It is our contribution in making another world possible.

The preaching of justice should penetrate all our Dominican life and
overflow into all of our ministries. I strongly feel the call to educate the mind,
especially the minds of the youth, to be more just and true. This should be done
right from the years of formation and from the time they are being prepared
towards their preaching mission. When the mind and intellect is not educated
from the start to be just, it becomes more difficult to practice justice with the

passing of the years. One can only give what one had or has received. For this reason, I suggest that even in our various formation stages
and in the branches of the Dominican family, the issue of preaching justice should be emphasized more, especially in these years of our
Jubilee celebration.
Finally, I believe when each human person submits to a just and true way of thinking, acting and living, it is only then
that each person will enjoy the fullness of Peace. Yes, because JUSTICE shall march before and PEACE will then follow.
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In Latin America and the Caribbean:
we discern the horizon, we drink from the same fountain,

and we embrace our dreams.

CHILE: First Latin American and Caribbean Meeting of the First
Stage of Permanent Formation of the Dominican
Missionaries of the Rosary (the Peter of Córdoba Institute):
Number of Sisters: 39; Ages: 30-50
Provinces: 5; Nationalities:  Peruvian, Chilean, Dominican
Republic, Guatemalan, Bolivian, Equadorian, Spanish, Indian.
Present in: Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Equador, Brazil, Nicaragua,
Guatemala, Mexico, Dominican Republic
Professions: Education, Nursing, Psychology, Social Work,
Theology, Bible, Social Communications, etc.

With great enthusiasm, we put all of our being as
women in common, each group with its own identity expressed
in the cultural richness of our indigenous peoples: native,
African American, peasants, laborers... with whom we share
the same race and class.

The central objectives that motivated us were: to
create an opportunity to work together on our congregational,
generational, and continental identity, and thus strengthen our
sisterly bonds; to engage in discernment in a collective manner
regarding the challenges that the reality of Latin America and
the Caribbean presents us with today; to plan our future as a
congregation in Latin America in our own stage of formation,
and to play our part in the re-creation of our charism.

We began by being inspired by the clear and engaging
invitation to see reality from a believing point of view.  We
connected with the main outcries of our inherited Latin
America and Caribbean, the voices coming from the immigrants
who have to abandon their ties to find a worthier life, the
voices of the women who yearn to become visible, the voices
of the young people who seek to be included, the wailings of
our land, the wounded and devastated product of the

unreasonableness of capitalism.  Our outlook does not reduce
itself to cold figures, it has names, faces, stories, ties, battles.

A second event that enlightened our outlook was to
listen to the Word, to the liberating action of Jesus.  Our
brother Gustavo Gutiérrez commissioned us to question
ourselves and to challenge ourselves to be the bearers of
good news for the poor, from our own deep and gratuitous
encounter with the God of Jesus. He invited us to dive into
the Dominican sources in the person of Bartolomé de las Casas,
who reminds us that evangelization is dialogue, respect, and it
is united irreversibly to the fight for justice and for the life of
the most poor, whom God remembers and keeps in mind very
vividly.

A third step was to show our reflections in conrete
deeds and actions.  This moment was led by our brother Joao
Xerri and our sister Irene Díaz, who helped us to generate
our plan, in which we reinforced our option for woman and
her empowermant, for young people, for justice and peace
and the integrity of creation, for the part that we can play in
the work of justice from our own education.  In this plan, we
also expressed our desire to continue our pledge to missionary
travel, to interprovincial missionary projects, and to the
strengthening of our communion at the continental level.

Together with the Latin American church, our central
theme was mission: the challenges of the reality, and our
missionary and Dominican response.  As at Aparecida, we
continue to pledge to the “see-judge-act” method, because “it
allows us to articulate in a systematic way our believing point
of view for seeing reality... and our plan of action” (DA19).
Two sisters from the Permanent Formation Team, Consuelo
de Prado and Irene Díaz, led us by putting forward questions
and work proposals, and inciting debate.



Rome, 14-19 May 2010
Celebrating its 15 years of existence in 2010!

Beginning from this newsletter edition, we will publish some pages dedicated to the next DSI
Assembly in order to start dialogue with the Dominican Sisters about the present and the
future of the Religious Life (Dominican Apostolic)  and helping the DSI Coordinating Council
to plan and prepare the 6th Assembly. All the information about the Assembly will be sent to the
Prioresses General by September 2009.

Sr. Fabiola introduces this new section:
“When this message will reach you, we will already be a year’s
distance from our next General Assembly.  Without a doubt, it
will be called on to read the signs of our time through the lens
of the Gospel in relation to the mission of announcing the
Good News, in the multiple diverse forms. Today more than
ever, I am convinced that the real objective of our Religious
Dominican Life is not survival, but is based on our testimony
of life in our world, trying to embody the attitudes of Jesus.  It
is not the quantity, but the quality that counts… The actual
crisis in the Religious Life can lead us into taking different paths.
One of them is to continue “writing” the “Book of
Lamentations”…
To leave aside the “Lamentations” is a demanding challenge,
because our world today, is very far from the origins, which
gave birth to the Religious life.  Sticking by a past, that is still
glorious, forbids us from living the present in faithful creation.”

I N T E R V I E W S
Amelia Grilli, OP
It’s true that we often complain because there is a lack
of vocations.  What do you feel in regard to the subject
of the future of religious life?

The first thing I’m certain of is that Jesus began with
twelve; he had no more than this, and that’s how he began.
This is proof that the Gospel is not measured either by
numbers or by qualities... The proclamation of the Gospel is
not based on the certainty that we will make an impression or
have a public who will listen.  Perhaps it was so in the course
of history.  This doesn’t mean that we should renounce our
own principles and responsibilities; but it is necessary to match
them up with life, in the place and time and in the context in
which you live it; with all your doubts, with all your
uncertainties and probably with all your mistakes.  Our task is
to continue to convert ourselves, to become kind and to
improve, to continue to be credible.  I believe that, above all,
we should work on ourselves.  If religious life does not open
itself up to quality rather than to quantity, I believe we have
mistaken our reference points.
But it is true that the aging of the congregations could
discourage the youth, who perhaps might find that they
are acting as “nurses” for the older sisters.  What do
you think?

I think that sometimes, we have an idea of the religious
life that is too theoretical.  If we think of a family, how do they

do it?  I’ll give you an example: a mother with three children,
she gives birth to a fourth with disabilities, and after a few
years, she becomes a widow... She has to continue bringing up
the three children, provide for their education, and take care
of the handicapped baby.  And yet, none of them lacked support,
the opportunities for education and self-fulfillment.  I’m thinking
of concrete people.  I would like to turn the question around:
is not perhaps solidarity lacking in the extended Christian
community?  Is it not that we are creating too many problems
for ourselves?  Even in our communities, just like in a family,
there can be people who are ministered to and taken care of,
without forgetting that it is also necessary to do other things,
like working, just like in a family. I believe that religious life is
not an end in itself, and it should be maintained as part of the
Christian community.  There should be a greater solidarity in
religious life in general, not only in the Dominicans.  Today, there
is a profound demand for solidarity in society.  I think, for
example, of the world of volunteers, where there is a need to
stand by others and to be close to others, maybe in the
beginning to respond to a concrete question, but in reality, it
is a deep search for sharing something.  If I have a talent and I
do not give it, I am not enriched.  If we think that we can
always resolve everything in our own backyard... solidarity
associates with others in terms of a sharing of experiences.
Who says that if I’m a Dominican, I can’t help or support a
Franciscan community?  Are we not all for the Kingdom of
God?  Certainly, this means that we have to take account of

reality, even when that
is difficult; but who is
there l iving in the
world that doesn’t take
account of  reality
every day?  Why
should we be exempt?
I believe that there’s a
bigger challenge,
namely, to seize the
potential in the

everyday that is ours, even if it is at times difficult or it requires
us to examine different strategies.  Maybe we should be less
efficient, but more present?
Are you worried about the future of your
congregation?

Worried, no.  A dreamer of big dreams, yes.  The dreams
that nourish our experience and, as Catherine said, bring us
to desire, never  to stop; they bring us to live in greater harmony



with God’s dream for humanity.  In my opinion, the risk of
religious life today is feeling ourselves entitled to something,
which was really given to us by grace.  I ask the Lord not to
leave me in peace about this, I hope to be able always to call
myself into question.  Another consideration for religious life
is that it worries too much about the numbers of professions.
How much life is there around us all the same?  Doesn’t a
layperson or a family that, starting from our charism, dedicates
itself to various missions, have a vocation?  They do not have
the vows, but aren’t these perhaps vocations?
What dreams do you have for your congregation?

To some degree, the dreams that my foundress had,
which is also the one that Dominic had: that the Word of God
might truly resound in every person for the proclamation of
the love and compassion of God for everyone, excluding no
one.  Sometimes we seek happiness in a thousand substitutes,
but the secret is there.  The secret is to say yes to someone
who loves you.  Perhaps we should be a link, a presence of
someone who has already loved us freely?  I knew a fourteen-
year old boy, he had other brothers and sisters, his mother
was a young woman who had these children from three
different fathers.  So you can already imagine what he lived
through.  We were working on the passage of the Gospel that
says, “Who do you say that I am.”  I was instigating them, asking
them why God was asking this question, and if they would
have had to ask the same question, who would they have asked...
I imagined it would be someone that they love.  This kid
answered me: “How can I trust God?”  Maybe this came out of
all his personal experience... I said to him that I do not have an
answer or a prescription.  At the next meeting, the same boy
took me aside and said to me “I have understood why I can
trust Him!”, and I asked him why.  “Because He loved me first!”,
he answered me.  He thought about that question for 15 days,
maybe it was good not to give him answers.
After all, Christianity is a way, a proposal; perhaps we should
have the courage to discover it together with others, even if it
is more difficult.  I thing that this contact with the people is
necessary where they need it in a particular manner.
Your congregation is a union of two congregations,
right?

In reality, it’s not a union of two congregations, but of
units, in the sense that the congregation was the same, the
foundress is the same, only for a thousand reasons, history
and coincidence (but we know that in God’s eyes there is no
coincidence) would have it that the two families should walk
on different roads for a time, only then to meet again and
reunite.  So, it was much more a path of reunification, we’re
dealing with a path of unity.  Inside, there is a diversity, we are
again making our own the unity of one single body that comes
from one mother and one charismatic experience.

Casandra Maria (Niconia) Vint, OP

I am 35 years old.  I am
Romanian.   I was born in
Transylvania, in the northern
part, in a very beautiful area.  I
entered religious life when I
was 25, the usual age in my
country.  At age 25, it is normal
that a woman tries to decide
what she must do with her life.

You are young for religious life today, relatively
speaking.  How do you experience this dimension in
your community?

I experience it in a very good way.  I feel like I have my
place in the community.  When we were preparing our
provincial chapter this year, we young people were very
insistent that different generations should live together in our
communities.  For me, this is a symptom of natural balance.  It’s
not only an attitude of charity, but it is natural, just like in a
family, where young people and not-so-young people live
together.  The experience of the older persons helps us very
much, and we can help them.  What helps is a good cohabitation
among the different generations, and dialogue, and mutual trust.
In the communities where I have lived, I have been able to
experience this.  In my current community, there are 8 sisters
between the ages of 30 and 70.
There are communities where the small number of
young sisters become “nurses” for the older sisters for
most of their time.  What do you think?

I think that it is very important today to respect and help
the old and sick sisters, but perhaps the best way is to get
professional care for them by hiring nurses.  That way, we are
more free to be close to them, so that they won’t miss that
closeness and affection, but we can respect the charism and
mission of our vocation, for which we entered religious life.  I
believe that it would not be right to have sisters come from
other countries to attend to the old sisters.
In Europe, people talk a lot about the decrease in
vocations.  Are you worried about the future of your
congregation?

No, not at all.  If I think of my own personal experience:
when I entered the congregation, I was a very normal youth,
there are no other religious in my family.  When I met some
friars or some sisters for the first time, and I saw the happiness
that they expressed, I asked myself: “Why are they so happy?”
And I understood that I was attracted to a vocation different
from matrimony.  I think that we must not worry about how
the future will be, but live our vocation well today.  In this way,
the young people can remain attracted and impressed and ask
themselves: “Why are these sisters happy?”  We must simply
give witness with our life and our joy.  Faced with their
happiness, I asked myself questions about the “why,” and so I



began to ask questions about my own life.  Obviously, I didn’t
immediately think of being a sister.  I spent a lot of time in
prayer, and that was how I became aware that I was being called.
No one came to tell me.  I believe that we must help young
people in our mission in such a way that they may see that we
believe in our vocation and that we are happy in it.  Let’s let
the desire for a vocation other than matrimony be born in
them.
Do you think that the older sisters may be worried for
the future of the congregation, on the other hand?

Sometimes, yes, I sense that there’s a little anxiety in some,
but not in all.  We must accept what the Lord asks, today and
tomorrow.  I am young and far away from death, perhaps that
changes my perspective and makes it so that I don’t worry.

I think that if we do not respond more to our own time,
we normally die.  It’s like a tree: if it doesn’t bear fruit, it dies.
The fruits are not only new vocations, but we ourselves are
the fruits.  I insist that if we live our vocation well and show
our joy, we will easily be able to help others discover the joy
of consecration.  We need sisters who respond with their
whole being to their mission, sisters who seek the truth,
because this is Dominican; who study, because this is
Dominican, not only for intellectual pleasure, but for mission.
We must not be afraid.  The future of our congregation is in
the hands of the Lord.

Our role is to live authentically as consecrated sisters.
The Lord will do the rest.
In your opinion, what are the challenges that religious
sisters must face?

We must be women of our time.  The story of my
congregation has always amazed me, it is interesting how it
happens... At times it flourished, and at other times, when they
were experiencing a very difficult situation (during  the French
Revolution, for example), very few sisters were left, but from
them, the congregation flourished again after many years.  And
why did it always flourish again?  The explanation is that they
were women of their time, and so they knew how to see what
were the problems of the moment.  This permitted the
congregation to flourish again.

Today, we are all trying to see what the problems and the
challenges are.  One might be education.  The Pope is calling
our attention to the educational emergency.  But there might
also be other areas, like culture, the family, etc....
Today, many young people are distancing themselves
from the Church, they experience it as very dogmatic
and not close to them.  Do you think that religious
sisters, the Church in general, are prepared today to
respond to these challenges that you are talking about?

I ask myself what idea of the Church they have, and what
idea of it we religious sisters have.  A Church as institution, or
a Church that welcomes persons?  I experience it as a great
openness.  If I read the Gospel, I see the Lord who is always in
the midst of sinners and of those who are in need.  I like to
welcome the person first.  The Church is a mother who
welcomes.  We must first make young people discover the
personal encounter with the Lord.  You don’t go into the church

to go into the church, but because I have met someone, and
it’s because I have met someone that I want to change.  Are we
a community that welcomes?  I see that in my own community
we have this openness and this desire for acceptance of
diversity, even religious diversity.
What paths are opening up for a congregation that is
getting fewer and vocations?

I believe that of strengthening collaboration with the laity.
We must not consider the laity as people who work for the
sisters.  The work is not ours, but it belongs to the Church, by
means of a spirituality that will require a preparation.  We must
not forget that in the Order we have the lay affiliation, we
share the same spirituality.  Why not collaborate with them
more?
Some congregations are creating unions with other
congregations of the Dominican family.  If your own
congregation would propose a similar idea to you, how
would you react?

I believe that it would be better to begin by sharing
missions in common.  For the moment, nothing else comes to
mind for me to say... If my congregation would propose a mission
with other Dominicans, I would accept it.  After all, we are
helped by having the same spirituality.  I believe that dialogue
and cooperation would be fundamental.  In reality, we are
already a fusion of 5 congregations that took place 50 years
ago.  I did not experience it, so I can’t say much.

Anyway, I believe that it’s one thing only to work together
on a common mission, and another thing, on the other hand,
to live together.  I don’t know...
How do you see religious life 10 years from now?

I have never asked myself that question.  I live in the today,
and how I can give the best of myself here and now.  My name
is Casandra, but I don’t prophesy, I don’t see the future!  We
are often very individualistic people, we are people of our
own time.  I have heard it said also that we are still “too much
‘Sister’ and too much ‘Priest’,” who each works for his/her
own reasons and who do not know how to work together.  I
believe that for the future, we must learn to cooperate.  I
know that it’s not easy, I am only now learning how to do it a
little.  In my community, my sisters are helping me very much.
We study some themes, and we reflect together...  In this way,
I dream of religious life as one of real missionary communities.
It’s not only the sister who is a missionary, but it is the
community that preaches.  I dream that, as women religious,
we will have more room as preachers in the Church.
Do you sense a conflict between the mentality of the
younger sisters and the older sisters in your
congregation?

No.  One thing that attracted me to my congregation was
precisely this: that there is no vision closed in on a certain
form of the past.  There is a constant searching for what the
Lord wishes of us today in this world, and what the world
asks of us.  Perhaps it is due to this search that I do not sense
a generational conflict.  I sense that we are experiencing a
mutual listening to each other.  Surely, we might have some
different ideas between the young and the old.  The important



thing is to understand the
motivations of the other.  I
sense this effort in the
older sisters.  It is not
important to have the
same ideas, but to have
respect for the other in
dialogue.  To understand
each other is hard, but I
cannot say that I sense any
immovable rigidity in my
sisters.  Mine is not an
idealist outlook.  We
certainly get into some
tension but we do not
remain in conflict.
Would you like to
meet other young
sisters from Europe?

Very much,
certainly.  I would also a like
a common path in search
of the truth, not only at
the theological level.  In
everything we do, we must
seek the truth.  Actually we
have meetings in I ta ly
between the juniors of
the various congregations.
It is beautiful to be able to
share this search for the
truth as a Dominican in
everything we do.  Maybe
I will be a nurse, but I will
do it as a Dominican, which
is different from a
Franciscan or a sister of
another spiritual ity.  I
believe that our
spirituality must make us
ask questions.  I would like
it if all of us Dominican
sisters would have this
desire to seek the truth...

PHOTOS... Sr. Fabiola, OP visits the Congregations of
Sisters in Latin America and Caribbean
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THE RISK OF ENCOUNTER

Could life be nothing but a succession of the risks we take on ?  The risk of undertaking
the following of the Lord for all of one’s life, the risk of giving or asking for forgiveness, the risk

of placing our trust in the brothers and sisters of
our communities... Is it necessary, then, to take further
risks ?
It would seem that the response should be “Yes”.  After
all, our epoch loves to live dangerously.  We are
supposed to go off the beaten track, live the thrill of
adventure !
That is what we did last January, with a good dose of
recklessness, one must confess, if one looks a little in
hindsight.  Along with my parents, who celebrate 40
years of marriage this year, we left to pay a visit to
our Dominican brothers in Haiti.  This was a true

expedition, from the South of the country to the North.  Foolishness ?  Undoubtedly !
We certainly did take risks.  But even more than

those that we think of when we call to mind the dramatic
situation of that country, we took the risk of encounter,
and we have seen wonders.

The wonder of seeing the dignity of those Haitian
women who keep their families and their country afloat.
The wonder of those exchanges, of those ever so fervent
celebrations, in Church.

The wonder of encounter, whatever the risk.

Fr. Louis-Marie ARIÑO-DURAND, OP
Promoter General of the Rosary
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